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PRESS RELEASE
First ever Green Film Festival and Forum inaugurated at Uttarkashi
February 25, 2021

Inaugurating the two-day green film festival being organised at District Collectorate
Auditorium, Uttarkashi, the District Magistrate Shri Mayur Dixit congratulated the organisers
SECURE Himalaya Project of UNDP and CMS VATAVARAN. He called for all students and
teachers present to take forward the ideas and lessons learned from the award winning
environment and wildlife films in this festival. He remained the audience of the festival that
"Uttraksahi is the only district with more than 80% forest area and that too in the fragile
Himalayan region. Therefore, it is each one our responsibility to help preserve and conserve
this heritage”.

This unique green film festival and forum will be open for public on February 25 & 26, 2021.
This is being organised by SECURE HIMALAYA project of UNDP with support from the
Uttrankhand Government & Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change (MOEFCC),
GOl and CMS VATAVARAN. This is part of a series of ‘9" CMS VATAVARAN Travelling Film
Festival and Forum’ in four Himalayan cites of Uttarkashi, Gangtok, Shimla and Leh. The idea
behind this festival and forum is to support this unique green movement for conservation
through using films, festivals and forums. Outreach and engage with to cross section of
stakeholders, including Government of India, Media, Conservation organizations, Experts,
Academics, Corporations, Youth and general public and to provide a platform for showcasing
the SECURE Himalayas initiatives and programs.

The Inauguration ceremony also included first ever public premier of the film “Heroes of the
Wild Frontiers: The Return of the Shan”, by Award winning film maker Mr Krishnendu Bose.
This film is about Snow Leopard and their unfriendly habitats in Leh.

The inauguration was followed by screening of shortlisted films for various audiences like
students, teachers and general public. Students also participated in the on the spot quiz
competition on environmental issues and drawing/painting competitions. Eminent media
professionals from Uttarkashi also participated in a media seminar to discuss on their
reportage on climate change in specific and environment in general can be made more
impactful.

The festival will continue tomorrow with the screenings of Nominated/Awarded films on
various environment & wildlife issues, at multiple venues in the city, including at the
Collectorate Auditorium, GPG College, Kendriya Vidhyala, Nehru Institute of Mountaineering
and ITBP. Competitions for children will also be held along with a Workshop on Green Film
Making by eminent film maker Mr Anoop Khajuria.



For media related queries, please contact: Ms. Niti Sinha, 91-9582254613 ;
nitisinha@cmsindia.org

The Government of India and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), with
support from the Global Environment Facility, are implementing a programme in the high
altitude Himalayas entitled “SECURE Himalayas - Securing livelihoods, conservation,
sustainable use and restoration of high range Himalayan ecosystems”, to ensure conservation
of locally and globally significant biodiversity, land and forest resources in the high Himalayan
ecosystem, while enhancing the lives and livelihoods of local communities. The project
promotes sustainable management of alpine pastures and forests in the high range
Himalayan ecosystems to secure conservation of globally significant wildlife, including
endangered snow leopard and their habitats to ensure sustainable livelihoods and socio-
economic benefits for communities in the selected high altitude landscapes in the Trans- and
Greater Himalayan regions.

CMS VATAVARAN is India’s premier environment and wildlife film festival and forum — it is
aimed towards enhancing understanding, appreciation and shift in attitudes towards the
natural world and to increase space for environmental issues in mass media and evolve a
nationwide environment outreach framework. The festival taps into an important motivating
factor for audiences everywhere: the emotional draw of connecting with a compelling story
or character. The festival reaches out to people from all walks of life including filmmakers,
civil society groups, government organizations, environmentalists, researchers,
conservationists, policy makers, activists, public and private sector organizations and students
of all ages and is recognized as a calendar event amongst filmmakers, environment, wildlife
and conservation sector. Its unique twin track approach of organizing competitive and
traveling film festivals and environment forum has positioned it as one of the most prestigious
film festivals across the globe. Since its inception in 2002, ten competitive and 52 travelling
festivals in 41 cities of 25 Indian states have been organized. Website:
www.cmsvatavaran.org
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uw faafd
UyH ERA fhedt AEcHa 3R TS o1 SRR & el Sgrea g3
WA 25,2021

e el FHPR, STRARN & IS v o @ e oy fa fhed Bieedd &1 sgrea wid g, fSer
AfGEee A IR Q8T F unpp AR CcMS VATAVARAN & SECURE TReITeld Uiolde & 3MATSIdT &l U8 &Il Seqiel
Uy @ ol 3R ReTd & 30 fhed TR # WP gAawor 3R g=asiia fredl @ @@ 70 fart 3R
UG P AP el T 3T fRAT| 3eeiad Rhed TARE & 3 A @ I1g o &6 "saRepreh wawarT oar
Srem & foHat 80% & 31fF g &1 & 3R a5 M A Aol &7 #| gafow, 38 ww o Wiadg AR gefda
@A # Feg HEAT g ey &1

T 3ol M fthoar Bi¥ede 3R BRA 25 T R 26 B, 2021 B 3HH Sieal & T Golr glam| UNDP &
SECURE TeaTor uR&ASr & eadid, 3a@s HaR 3N HRd SIhR & TAaor, ad iR Siearg uRads dFred
(MOEFCC) & TAYA ¥ HWITHATH VATAVARAN gRT Ao fohar o & &1

g WTATH & 09 VATAVARAN ¢diodl Whed Helcdd 3 HaNgr o1 REqr &, Y BaATed 4@ol & a8 Q¥ & IR
- 3aeprel, s, R#Fer AR o & 3fSa Far o1 @ #

39 fred FAelcaa AR TS & ST &1 58T fheal, Agiewal 3R FT & ATIA § IATAOr TETOT F 39
S eRA Gl BT AL XA & 3R /e § q3ieror W1 & e Raure! o, ara @R, #Afar,
TRETOT ForeAt, faQwwi, Renfael, umEt, garsit 3R e Faar aw ugar 3R GRiE Ao # uger 3R
FrIhAT P TERId B & AT Th FT Yed b Ieg AlsaTm &

3cuea §ANE A fher fAtar s Feiig S & QEpa e RS 3HE g aes wRIW: § Red 3#® g
A" B Ygd HEelad NAIT fFar 1| I8 fhed &1 AU 3R A & 394 3AFT 3mE@m F I 7 T
3qEed ¥ g RAffew geiwaat A s, Ret 3R 3w Jaar & v 7o Ay gt 78 freat ® Ramn
|

ol @ waierer waHt AeEl W oamaia e/ 4R sfaaifar sk woie Raer wfomifar & o smr fomm
st & yfafsa #Afzwr Advat a st AW § & IF/aIR & ser T, afd
3R @rEaRk W wafeor & Seary aiada @ 3ad Ruef w w=t 1 S @

g AQlcHT Fo SWERN AR F e wuel, W, Fawte @R, NSt FRS, FET R, A
$EIeye 3% Asefafer s Idddd F gt sk sl AeEt W AwifRa / EFa feeAl f s
& Wy I @l veaa frew @HTar s e weRar qEmr e frew Afde W FdwEer & wro-ww
ool & fav gfeaifame st smfoa # smee

FRHA & N TN AeAd g Aade, T SaRerr ddue RE, deaew aaEror et ST awd 19,
WA AR e 311, FoHeaTd RFAR Rarew 39¢ Rt aws, Raaw wEsws & FA0 w6 afed e
T F 3T T 39fed &
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Tlad geastae BRARE (Nestw) & wade & ¥ aRa R IR Gy W BEw FEwa (Fuadd) 3=
Faré are Ao qREST A TR FOR R FHEET F Sfiae A ITSAET F T go, Iow Raverdh aRfeufad
aF # T 3R g T W Agcaqel da Rfvar, g sk @ saEt F weror # glaea e F e
UF FEFA F A6 W W@ ¢, T aw ¥ REER R - R g, dedud, awded g9 U
TR w718 IS RAreaer s Rvew (3mshfas, wweror, warfht w2 3k soa Joft & Raeh aRfeufas
ax A gaedioar )”

HoATH JEEROT ARA F TF AgeaqVl GATEUT U9 Fegeiid fhed Agicqa 3iX @asdr #9 § - s8aT 3687
wpfas gfar & gfa TReaior F woer, weiwr 3R agoT A TEW qUT FAEAR AeTAT F wHEOT F Feat A
3R Ageaqel TR 3G vE T AR AT vd e FRET # RR S 31 38 FEEA ) a9 adiet
N 9 AGAYY vy ¥ vF frewr & amds Feelt I GRT A AqE F HEAHF T F J5A A TH AGeAYor
gfaer @emar 31 9% FEA fhen fataEd, aeRes waer w9, el d@aedl, gafavoifdal, evuwdisd,
FRavrarfeat, AfY PaTaEt, FRiwdst, adefas it @ &7 F et v @l 37 & ol aRa F aE F
sﬁ?ﬁaﬁqgam%aﬁtsﬁmﬁﬂ‘rmﬁ,w‘raw,m@ﬁaaﬁrmmﬁmmmma&rﬂ;w
YT FEFH & T A AGar § e g1 vfaewdf v arn e waRiel Ak watawer eafsat & e &
I e gt T FEEA TReHT A 5@ gfAT R H wew wlafSed frew wARRI A A F W A
ufdgy frar §1 2002 7 Iqell T F 91 F HadF A 25 HRAT TS & 41 M@ H qw@ wfawqdf silv 52
arT-frericaa smaifae e §1 d9Ese: www.cmsvatavaran.org

30T TR F AT AT At ¥ q9F F 91-9582254613 or nitisinha@cmsindia.org
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