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‘Green Salute’: Indian and International Awards
India’s premier environment and wildlife film festival CMS VATAVARAN successfully culminated with a glittering award ceremony on October 30 at IHC. There were 25 awards in 15 Indian categories and 10 awards in nine international categories. The eminent guests that were present during the award night include noted filmmaker Mr Mahesh Bhatt, Magsaysay award winner Rajender Singh, H.E Mr Bob Hiensch, Ambassador of the Netherlands to India, Mr Jahnu Baruah, director and chairperson of CMS VATAVARAN 2009 jury, Dr N Bhaskara Rao, Chairman CMS and PN Vasanti, director CMS. The welcome speech was given by Dr. Bhaskara Rao, Chairman, CMS. Mahesh Bhatt, appreciated and congratulated CMS for its persistent efforts to create awareness on environmental issues and said that this year the festival was grander in comparison to last year. 
Indian category awards

· 25 awards in 15 Indian categories were presented in the award night. 

· The award for best cinematography went to Ms Rita Banerjee for the film ‘A shawl to die for’. The film is based on the ancient craft of shahtoosh weaving in Kashmir.
· Shekhar Dattari’s film ‘S.O.S Save our shoalas’ bagged the best story award. The film documents how the Indian Western Ghats, habitat of rare species has been destroyed by human intervention. 
· The Silk Route by Gurmeet Sapal was awarded the Best Editing award. 
· This year CMS also introduced a new category, best low budget film award for films which have been produced with INR 50,000 or below. Under this category ‘Kannam-Life story of a Midland hill’ by Babu Kambrath was selected. 
· Best of the Festival Award was given to ‘Deeply Superficial’ by Vineet Raj Bagga. 
· In addition awards were given to the best film in the each category
International category awards

· Best of the festival award went to ‘The Soul of Water’ by Kurt Skoog. The film also won the ‘Water for all Award’ in the international category.
· 2009 Festival Theme: Climate Change and Sustainable Technologies Award went to Satoyama: Japan’s Secret Forets. 
· Rain Forest-The Secret of Life won the nature award

For more details:
Narender Yadav

Manager Communications

09899979160

