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Indian and International Film Screenings

The fourth Day of the CMS VATAVARAN, environment and wildlife film festival, saw screening of films on several issues like sustainable technologies, wildlife conservation, natural heritage etc. The programme began with screening of the film ‘Don’t Rubbish It’ by Chandrashekhar Reddy which was followed by films like ‘Chotti Si Kahan Ababeel Ki’, ‘Pushed to kill’ and Sesh Asha’.The story of Ganges’ traced the journey of Ganga and pollution of the river on its way. Anil Yadav , the director of ‘‘Chotti Si Kahani Ababeel Ki’ interacted with the audience and made a humble request to the authorities to spread technical knowledge in rural India. Other films which are worth mentioning are ‘The land of Vanishing Lakes’,’A shawl to die for’,’The soul of water’ and ‘Garbage Island’.

International Federation of Environmental Journalists (IFEJ) Congress 

IFEJ congress began with a panel discussion on the subject “Adapting to Climate Change: Oxfam India”. The morning session was chaired by Dr.Pradipto Ghosh, India’s climate negotiator on adaptation finance. He clearly stated that India expects rich nations to take on binding emission reduction commitments without putting adverse economic stress on developing nations. The speakers for the session were Ms Aditi Kapoor, Lead specialist (Economic Justice) Oxfam India, Prof. Santosh Kumar; Head of the policy planning & cross-cutting Issues and Dr.Shiraz Wajih, member of Climate Action Network, South Asia. All of them gave their lectures on adapting to climate change. Dr.Shiraj Wazih closed the session with a presentation of a case study of flooding in the Rohin Basin in Uttar Pradesh. He emphasized the importance of creating a deliberate synergy between local & scientific knowledge.

Workshop on confronting climate change-Towards Carbon Neutral Indian cities

The subject of the workshop on the second day was ‘Managing Water in cities vis-à-vis Climate change’. The session was addressed by Shri Rajendra Singh,Chairperson of Tarun Bharat Sangh who sketched and compared the pre and post independence scenario. He focused on three main areas; encroachment, pollution and over-exploitation of rivers and emphasized that more work should be done at the local level. Mr Vijay Kumar from DHI Group spoke about water availability, population explosion and also offered hard and soft solutions for conservation of natural resources. Other panelists who were present for discussion were Mr R.K Srinivasan, water expert from Centre for Science and Environment, Dr Pramod Aggarwal,senior scientist in Indian Agricultural Research Institute and Mr Suresh Prabhu, Former Union Minister of Power, Heavy Industry and Public Enterprises and Ministry of Environment and Forests.

Symposium on Challenges in Conserving Natural Heritage

The session began with greetings from PN Vasanti, director of CMS followed by Shri S.K Misra, Chairman of INTACH who has been recently adorned with Padmabhushan. Misra gave a brief outline of all the challenges that the world is facing such as global warming, climate change, pollution of water bodies and so on. Dr Shobita Punja,director of Heritage Education and Communication Service engaged the audience by establishing and explaining the relationship shared between natural and cultural heritage. Other speakers like Mr Mahendra Vyas,environmentalist and advocate in Supreme court recapitulated and analyzed all the laws and policies that can be used for protection of wildlife and natural resources. Mr M Vedkumar president of Forum for Better Hyderabad spoke of initiative taken by locals to conserve the natural heritage and keep the city green.

CAR Workshop 4: RSS and covering stories over the borders 

On the last day of this three day long workshop Jan-Morten Bjørnbakk, a journalist from Norwegian News service gave information on RSS reader and use of RSS feeds to gather news and information from various sites across the world. Jan Gunnar Furuly shared that at first he was reluctant to come to India fearing that he may not see much participation here. However, now he is delighted that the audience is actively participating and responding in his workshop.
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