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Best of environment and wildlife films

After a glittering inaugural ceremony on Oct 27, the environment and wildlife film festival began in full swing on Oct 28. The second day of CMS Vatavaran film festival began with screening of highly acclaimed films on wildlife, environmental conservation, livelihood, ecosystems and so on.Goa Goa Gone,Chilika Bank$,Just Wheels,The Fog Genie,Gol Chakkar were some of the films that were screened. What made the film watching more interesting was the interactive session with the directors. Interestingly the directors of some of the films, who were present during the screening shared their experience and expertise in filmmaking. A conglomeration of students,film enthusiasts,journalists,teachers and activists was present as audience.

During the five day long film festival a total of 106 films will be screened including 73 Indian and 33 International films. Several well known filmmakers from India and abroad are also participating in the film festival.

Wildlife Filmmaking workshop for children

The Wildlife filmmaking workshop was conducted by eminent filmmaker, Vijay Bedi for children in the age group of 12-16.He began the workshop by putting emphasis on visuals and its higher appeal as compared to other mediums. He also highlighted the obstafilmmakers, ,particularly wildlife filmmakers,  face during the process of making one, such as paucity of funds, lack of modern equipments. The participants comprised of students from different schools of Delhi. Mr Bedi engaged the children by screening two of his films that have won international awards and conducted a brief camera handling session for them. After that the children were taken on a  live shoot at Zoo. The aim of this workshop was to highlight the genre of wildlife filmmaking which is not given much scope in India. Bedi familiarized the aspiring students with the steps of filmmaking and further motivated them to pursue a career in this field.

International Federation of Environmental Journalists (IFEJ) Congress

The theme for the three day congress is “Bridging North-South Differences in reporting climate change:journalists’ role in reaching an agreement at COP15 in Copenhagen”. On the first  of this congress the welcome address was given by Mr Darryl D’ Monte,President IFEJ.Noted environmentalist and editor of Down to Earth, fortnightly magazine of Centre for Science and Environment ,Sunita Narain and Mr Bryan Robert Walsh,staff writer of Time Magazine were present as keynote speakers. Narain put forth India’s views on climate change and its expectations from the COP15 conference. PN Vasanti, Director of CMS gave a vote of thanks to mark the end of the session. In the next session prominent panelists like Mr Martin Aagaard Jensen, climate editor of Politiken ,Mr Kunda Dixit, editor of Nepali Times were present for a discussion on the theme. 
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