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Environment and Wildlife film festival inaugurated 

The much awaited 5th CMS Vatavaran film festival was inaugurated today at India Habitat Centre by the honorable Union Minister of New and Renewable Energy, Dr Farooq Abdullah. Ms Naina Lal Kidwai,Group GM and Country head of HSBC India were invited as guests of honour for the inaugural ceremony. Other dignitaries that were present in the colourful programme were Michael P. Pelletier, Minister Counselor for Public Affairs, Embassy of the USA, Satinder Bindra, Director of Information and Communication, UNEP. The welcome address was given by Dr N Bhaskara Rao, Chairman CMS. 

The theme of the five day long film festival is climate change and sustainable technologies and over these five days a series of workshops, seminars, panel discussions and field trips will be organized for students, teachers, media professionals and filmmakers. A total of 106 films, including 73 Indian and 33 international films will be screened during the festival.   

Day 1: Activities galore

The first day of the film festival started with film screenings for children, environmental games on climate change and the day long animation workshop for conservation. The workshop was conducted by Harold Raichur from Id animation and arts (Studio School) to educate the participants on how to communicate social and environmental issues through animation films. Green tambola was organized for a group of enthusiastic school children to inform them about various environmental issues and climate change. 

A green movement

Hailing the green movement initiated by CMS Vatavaran, Dr N Bhaskara Rao, Chairman, CMS said, “CMS VATAVARAN is India’s model of mass mobilization on issues like climate change and other environmental issues involving national policies and behavioural changes.” PN Vasanti, Director, CMS, said ‘At CMS we are proud of Vatavaran that has become a movement to bring environment consciousness and initiatives to everyone including students, policy makers, housewives, teachers, civil society and media.” The five day long festival will see best of environment and wildlife cinema. Shared festival director, Alka Tomar, “This year the festival has seen participation of people from all walks of life and the huge turnout in each and every programme is testimony to the fact that this is a much needed platform and I am happy that we are offering wide range of deliberation forums. Undoubtedly, this festival will provide a space to people from all corners to come together and ponder over the alarming issues pertaining to climate change. Such festivals also encourage us to think about film as a potentially strong medium to communicate with the society.”

CMS–UNEP PRITHVI RATNA AWARD

During the inaugural eminent wildlife film director Krishnendu Bose was bestowed with the prestigious CMS-UNEP Prithvi Ratna Award “for his sustained and concerted efforts towards enhancing people’s understanding and spreading awareness on diverse environmental issues through films and documentaries”. The award was presented by Dr Farooq Abdullah and Mr Satinder Bindra.

Best Environment Journalist Awards

Pierre Fitter from NEWSX was bestowed the TVEAP Environment Journalist Award (Electronic) “for his insightful, analytical and fact finding stories focusing on diverse issues related to environment and climate change’. The awards were presented by the Chief Guest Dr Farooq Abdullah and Mr Nalaka Gunawardene, CEO, from TVEAP.

 Aarti Dhar from The Hindu was adjudged as the Best Environment Journalist Award (Print) “for ensuring that regional, national and global environmental issues get effectively highlighted and disseminated through her thought provoking and insightful stories’ The award was presented by the Chief Guest Dr Farooq Abdullah and Ms Naina Lal Kidwai, Group GM and Country Head, HSBC India.

Inaugural Film

‘Home’, a widely acclaimed film directed by French director Yann Arthus-Bertrand, was  screened as the inaugural film. Home’s objective is to inspire global action by raising awareness of our shared responsibility for the planet and all of its inhabitants.

CMS VATAVARAN: Background

CMS VATAVARAN is India’s premier biennial competitive and traveling Environment and Wildlife Film Festival. It was initiated in 2002 towards raising awareness about environmental issues. The CMS Environment Forum and CMS VATAVARAN have ushered in a fresh green global consciousness on an extraordinary scale using environment forums and films. CMS VATAVARAN is an initiative of Centre for Media Studies. www.cmsvatavaran.org
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